Western Michigan University

ScholarWorks at WMU
WMU President John Dunn

Office of the President

1-15-2015

MLK Higher Education Open House Welcome
John M. Dunn
Western Michigan University, john.dunn@wmich.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dunn
Part of the Higher Education Commons

WMU ScholarWorks Citation
Dunn, John M., "MLK Higher Education Open House Welcome" (2015). WMU President John Dunn. 761.
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dunn/761

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access
by the Office of the President at ScholarWorks at WMU. It
has been accepted for inclusion in WMU President John
Dunn by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
WMU. For more information, please contact wmuscholarworks@wmich.edu.

MLK Higher Education Open House Welcome
Dr. John M. Dunn
1/17/15
• Good Morning and welcome to Western Michigan University. We are so pleased
to have you here with us today.
• We've been a partner in the Kalamazoo community's Martin Luther King Jr.
celebration for many years--since the start of this communitywide event. And
we've been hosting this college information event for several years now as well.
• I don't think there's any more appropriate way of remembering Dr. King than
helping families navigate the path to college and realize the benefits education can
bring. He believed that education is a birthright.
• In accepting his Nobel Pease Prize in Oslo in 1964, he said:
“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a
day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality,
and freedom for their spirits.”
• Dr. King fought for the right of all children to be well educated and to have the
opportunity to realize their potential. Because of the Kalamazoo Promise, we have
the gift, as a community, to ensure that we can provide that opportunity to every
one of our children.
• The promise and events like today's are not about where children choose to attend
college--although I'll be honest and say I hope they choose their hometown
university. This is more about making sure our children fully understand the wealth

of opportunity that is available to them with a college degree, no matter what
school they choose to attend. We want them to begin working on the particulars-deciding exactly how they are going to realize the Promise and fulfill their dreams.
• Enjoy the open house and the opportunity to get the kind of information that's
important for your family to have as you take advantage of what higher education
offers. And please, as you're browsing and taking part in some of the activities,
stop and chat with me and introduce me to your family. I'm eager to get to know
you.

Thank you.

